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The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is taking steps to provide flexible and
environmentally sound regulatory management by expanding the Wastewater Treatment
Exemptions for Hazardous Waste Mixtures. These risk-based exemptions will result in
net cost savings for affected industries and fully protect human health and the
environment.

Action

EPA isfindizing revisonsto the Wastewater Treatment Exemptionsfor Hazardous
Waste Mixtures, also known asthe*HeadworksRule,” originally proposed onApril 8,
2003. Headworks Rule exemptionsareapart of the Subtitle C, Resource Conservation
and Recovery Act (RCRA) that regul ate hazardouswaste. Thisrule determineswhich
methods of managing hazardouswaste mixtures produce dischargesthat can safely be
handled under nonhazardouswaste standards.

Wastewater treatment systemsreceive many different kindsof waste. In certain
instances, these wastes are aminisculeand treatabl e part of the wastewater mixture.
Becausethereatively smal volume of thesewastes can be easily and effectively handled by
thewastewater treatment system, EPA istaking thefollowing action.

Adding two solvents (benzene and 2-ethoxyethanol) to alist of solventswhose
mixturesare exempted from the definition of hazardouswaste;

Adding an optionto directly measure solvent chemical level sat the headworks of
thewastewater trestment system,

Exempting scrubber waters generated from theincineration of spent solventsfrom
hazardouswaste management; and

Making listed hazardous waste (beyond discarded commercial chemical products)
eligiblefor RCRA deminimusexemption aswell asalowing nonmanufacturing
facilitiesto qualify for thede minimusexemption.

For More Information

Thisfact sheet and other documentsareavailable onthe Internet at:
http://Aww.epa.gov/epaoswer/hazwaste/id/headworks/index.htm. Find answersto
additiona questionsat http://waste.custhel p.com.
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